AGARTALA, JAN 16 (UNI)- N K Singh, Chairman, 15th
Finance Commission being received by Tripura Deputy
Chief Ministe Jishnu Debbarma at MBB Airport in Agartala
on Wednesday. UNI PHOTO-58U
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I 5th Finance Commission to interact with representatives of PRIs. UL Bs.
TTADC

I'he Commission was somewhat disappointed that even out of the limited

12 functions of devolution to the PRIs so far only a few have happened so
far.
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[he Commission's meeting with the UL Bs was informative. but the view
that caime out was that making n.hcm self sufficient and viable is still a long
haul. (Image Credit: T'witter)

The meeting of the 15th Finance Commission began in Tripura today with
its Chairman. members and senior officials having a detailed interaction
with the representatives of the Panchavati Raj Institutions (PRIs).

the Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) and the Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous
District Council (TTADC) in the state.

The Commission was somewhat disappointed that even out of the limited
12 functions of devolution to the PRIs so far only a few have happened so



far. The Commission seriously feels that devolution of funds and functions
to PRIs needs to be speeded up as it remains incomplete as of the date and
it is required to meet the constitutional stipulations.

The Commission's meeting with the ULBs was informative. but the view
that came out was that making them sclf sufficient and viable is still a long
haul.

Tripura receives rainfall for almost eight months in the year, and managing
infrastructure projects pose special challenges. The non-availability of
Master Plan in respect of major towns of the state is a serious handicap.
The Commission feels that the State Government needs to expedite these
Master Plans in a time-bound manner.

The TTADC which is an institution of local self-government vested with
financial. legislative and administrative powers as provided under the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution. also deserves devolution of Finance
Commission. T TADC has a menu of wide-ranging diversity of state-
specific projects it would like to carry out. The Commission will consider
this policy issue sympathetically.




15th FC team arrives Tripura on three days
visit

Agartala, Jan 16 (UNI) The 15th
Finance Commission panel led by
it’s Chairman Dr N K Singh to
hold multi-phased discussion
with the state government and
other stakeholders here in three
days visit begins today to decide
the quantum of gap grant for

Tripura for 2020-25.

The 15 members panel will have separate discussion with the
panchayatraj institutions, Tripura tribal areas autonomous district
council, different political parties, chief minister and council of ministers
to assess the anticipated financial liabilities of the state for next five
years,

They will also hold discussion with the trade, commerce and industry
bodies of the state.

The commission will leave the state on January 18 next. Tripura is the
17th state of the country that the Commission visits. The Commission has

scheduled to visit Palatana Thermal power project.
UNI BB RN
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NE states asked to accelerate
resources, revenue to
strengthen fiscal position
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i ripura is i /th state that Finance OMmISSIon IS VISITING during which

tate government has demanded at least 50 per cent share i1n net taxes

m the existing 42 per cent
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Chainman of 15th Finance Commission N K Singh flanked by others members addressing media at the Civil Secretarial Building in
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Agartala on January 17, 2019. Courtesy: tripurainfo.com

The north-eastern states were on Thursday asked to accelerate resources and revenue
to strengthen fiscal position.



The suggestion came from the chairman of the 15th Finance Commission Chairman N
K Singh.

Interacting with media in Agartala on Thursday, Singh said that the north-eastern states
must accelerate own resources and revenue to build up sustainable fiscal situations.

‘Each northeastern state has unique features and challenges, he added.

Accompanied by two other members of the commission — Ashok Lahiri (former chief
economic adviser) and Anoop Singh (former Georgetown University professor) — the

Chairman said that there are huge resources and opportunities in the region and that
these must be tapped properly.

Singh, a former Planning Commission member, said that the connectivity between the
Northeast and rest of the world could be improved by using the Chittagong sea port,

which is just 72km away from southern Tripura, and the other infrastructure of
Bangladesh.

He further assured that the Central Government would extend all out support to the
north-eastern states to face challenges and improve growth trajectory and would take
sympathetic view for the all round growth of all the states of the region.

To a query over special category tag for the northeastern states, he stressed that this
must be continued.

Heaping praises on the Tripura government's efforts to make it an ‘ace-model state’,
Singh said that there are potentiality in tourism, agriculture and other sectors.

“With proper utilization of the talents of the human resources, qualitative changes could
be done. Bamboo, forest resources and diverse industrial potentiality could be

harnessed properly. We would give a careful look to the state government’'s demands,
aspiration and vision,” he added.



Singh said that after visiting remaining 12 states including three north-eastern states —
Meghalaya, Mizoram and Sikkim — Commission would submit its report to the
government this year end for the five-year period starting April 1, 2020.

Singh and his other members of the commission held meetings with the top
functionaries of Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District Council, Panchayati Raj
Institutions, urban local bodies, representatives of various organisations of industries
and commerce besides leaders of recognized political parties.

The Commission on the second day of its three-day consultation programme on
Thursday met the council of ministers led by Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb and top
government officials led by Chief Secretary Lalit Kumar Gupta.

The commission members and officials on Thursday visited a giant 726 MW capacity

power plant, set up by the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation sponsored company —
ONGC Tripura Power Company — at Palatana in southern Tripura
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Finance panel lauds Tripura effort to increase tax
revenue

TNN | Jan 18, 2019, 10.32 AM IST
AGARTALA: The 15th Finance Commission (FC), headed by Dr NK Singh,

on Thursday appreciated the efforts of the state government to increase
the collection of tax revenue and the perspective plan to get access to
Chittagong sea port of Bangladesh for making the state a business hub for
the northeastern region.

After holding separate meetings with the various political parties and

trade bodies, the 15th FC team had a detailed meeting with chief minister
Biplab Kumar Deb and his cabinet members, where the state government
justified the demand of pre-devolution grant of Rs 1.08 lakh crore for the

period of 2020-25.

Dr Singh said the state government has emphasized on the connectivity issue for boosting business and tourism. The chief
minister has explained his vision to develop the state as a model in the country by prioritizing establishing land and water
connectivity between Tripura and Bangladesh. "Besides, monetizing the resources and making a stronger tax base, the state

government has aimed to reduce the fiscal deficit in a time-bound manner," Dr Singh stated. TNN
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recognised special chal-
lenges of'the state and will
take a very sympathetic
view to state’s needs and

ernment presented a

detailed memorandum to,

us and said they were
rather disappoéinted with

reporters, The 15-member
panel arrived here on three-
day tour yesterday and met
all stakeholders, including

panel to take sympathetlc View”

Correspondent economy, said XV Finance the previous Finance panel.
We will try to put correc-
tives in place”, he told

the state government,
autonomous bodies, trade
and political delegations
during their stay. A state-
ment from the state govemn-
ment informed that their

memo made a strong pitch

for increased devolution

to set up better infrastruc-

ture, especially in health,
information .technology,
power, education, tourism,
disaster ‘mitigation and
other sectors. ‘State should
attract private capital since
merely relying on higher
public outlay would stretch

H the debt profile and fiscal

deficit profile of the state”,
the chairman felt. “We
fully share the vision of the
Governor and the Chief
Minister to make it a model
state. The new leadership is
committed to make it a fair
contributor in the develop-

‘ment.has asked for 50 per

ment of the nation. State’s
growth trajectory is sound”,
Singh maintained. The
Finance panel chief also
mentioned state’s potential|
as a healthcare hub for|
attracting people from
neighbouring countries,
including Bangladesh, who
now have to travel to dif-
ferent distant states for
treatment. State govern-

cent devolution of the
Divisible Pool, non-tax
revenues like spectrum
auction, oil and gas royal-
ty to form part of the
Divisible Pool, increased
devolution to manage
state’s forest cover as 60
per cent of its land is under
forest management of its
very long international bor-| .
der with Bangladesh and
other issues.
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The 15th Finance Commis-
sion after meeting the state
government cxpressed sat-
isfaction over the Human
Resource Development.

A government press release .

said the Finance panel as-
sured full support to the state
government in respect of hu-
man resource development.
The Commission felt that the
decisive new leadership with
its focus on development
would be able to overcome
the challenges and realize
its dream of transforming
Tripura into a model state.
The Finance panel also as-
sured to do what best could

— =

inance panel satisfied w

be done for them within the

framework of rules. The state
The 15th Finance Commis-

sion headed by N.K. Singh, dgovergmgrgo
had detailed discussions with emanae

percent devolution
of the Divisible
Pool, non-tax_
revenues like
spectrum auction,
oil and gas
royalty to form
part of Divisible
Pool, increased
devolution to
manage Tripura’s
forest cover.:

the State Government of
Tripura led by the Chief Min-
ister Biplab Kumar Deb.

The State Government made
a strong pitch for increased
devolution for setting up of
better infrastructure especial-
ly in the Health, IT, Power,
Education, Tourism, Disaster
mitigation and other sectors.
Among their major demands,
they have asked for 50 per-
cent devolution of the Divis-
ible Pool, non-tax revenues
like spectrum auction, oil and
gas royalty to form part of

'Finance

'. From Page 01

ment. A -detailed

memorandum was also’

| received by the
Commission from the State

for the improvement of the
l indigenous people of
Tripura.

The Commission would like
to support all its endeavour
_and efforts to harness
private capital and not rely
on state funding for the
development of the state.

a most lively interaction
with all political parties in
Tripura. There were high
commonalities beyond

Earlier the Commission had’
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Divisible Pool, increased de-
volution to manage Tripura’s
forest cover as 60 of its land’
is under forest management
of its very long international
borders with Bangladesh and
other issues. The Finance
Commission fully shared
the vision of the state gov-
ernment to make Tripura a
Model State.

The Commission noted the ef-
fective measures being taken
by the government in many
sectors. In HRD, special em-
phasis has been given to the
improvement of schools, col-
leges, teacher education, and
welfare of students studying
outside the state.

The Commission felt that

seeking significantly higher
devolution. Four points
were forcefully made, - First,
the need to strengthen the
access to Sea Port
(Chittagong Port) in
adjoining Bangladesh and
making Tripura a maritime
hub for North East.

Second. significantly
improved road connectivity
within Tripura to buttress

tourism. Thirdly, capitalize
on Tripura’s comparative

factor advantages in skilled -

manpower and agro-related
industries, both for exports
and marketing. Fourth and

ith HRD

the state had an HRD plan
in place. It was also noted
that in the Health sector, the
state was working to realize '
the huge opportunity in the
development of Health sec-
tor. for the benefit of both the
locals as well as their Bangla-
deshi neighbours.

The state government was
working towards modeling
the state as a biotechnology
and IT hub as well as harness-
ing the State’s agricultural
potential in the field of fruits,
horticulture, downstream
rubber piantation etc. The
Commission assured that it
would give full support to the
working of the new govern-

P-5

very importantly, the
memorandum of chief of the
Indigenous People’s Front
of Tripura highlighted the
aspirations of the tribal
society, dwelt on specific
projects which would have
multiplier benefits for tribal
youth -and meaningful
employment opportunities.
Their rich set of
Memorandum  desires
careful consideration of the
Commission. The

‘Commission also met the

representatives of the trade
bodies of the state and
noted their concerns.
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rowth
Trajectory of
the State is positive.

'Higher public
outlay to affect
debt and fiscal
deficit profile.

Privcfe Capital

will be decisive
game changer

Agartala, Jan 17: The State has huge
comparative factor advantage and
the 15th Finance Commission shares
10-month old Biplab Deb led Gov-
ernment’s vision of making Tripura a
model State. The Finance Commis-
- sion recognizes that new initiatives
of the State Government will act as a
multiplier to the growth of the State
and bring about qualitative change
in the State, The Chairman of 15th
Finance Commission Nand Kishore
Singh said this while addressing a
press meet today in Agartala,
Speaking to/media. he praised the
growth t?yétory of the State as well

as outlineg the steps required for me-

dittm to Kono-term macra-ecanaminr
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kG shares ‘Model Siate’
vision, ready to give all Ilelll
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capita Income of the State is narrow-
ing. The State is performing well in
Human Development indices — al-
though a lot more needs to be done.”
Talking about mounting Revenue
expenditure, Singh said, Revenue
expenditure in the State increased
recently due to implementation of
the 7th CPC recommendations. He
suggested improving the composition
of expenditure by giving emphasis on
Capital expenditure instead of Rev-
enue Expenditure — the State Gov-

arnmaant mands $a miiemein thin neane L

credible plan to reduce Revenue defi-
cit and fiscal deficit”, he asserted:

Hailing the State Government’s new
initiatives, NK Singh said, “The
initiatives to harness Private Capital
in addition to public outlay are im-
portant steps and the step deserves
our encouragement.” He Turther
said, merely relying on higher public
outlay would stretch the debt profile
and fiscal deficit profile of the state.
In such a situation, Private Capital
w1lJ be decisive game changer Wthh

54 § S EES

ness Private Capital alongwith Public
Outlay™, Singh said.

Showering praises on role of the State
Government for taking new initiatives
for harnessing own revenue, Singh
asserted that the Finance Commission
will have a sympathetic view on the
needs and challenges of the State. He
said, there are potentiality in tourism,
agriculture and other sectors,

“With proper utilisation of the talents
of the human resources, qualitative
changes could be done Bamboo, for-
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hat the decisive
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ital and not rely
velopment”, he

letailed discus-
- headed by the
tate government
ased devolution
istructure espe-
ver, Education,

Tourism, Disaster mitigation and other sectors. “Among their major demands, Tripura

have asked for 50% devolution of the divisible pool, non-tax revenues like spectrum auc-
part of divisible pool, increased devolution to manage
Tripura’s forest cover as 60% of its land is under forest management of its very long in-

tion, oil and gas royalty to form

ite ‘Il not be depri

ternational borders with Bangladesh and' other

issues”, he said. :
“The Commission noted the effective

measures being taken by the government in

. many sectors. In HRD, special emphasis has
. been given to the improvement of schools, col-

leges, teacher education, welfare of students
studying outside the state, he pointed out. Dr.
Singh said the state government was working

(3

Tripui
50%

towards modelling the state as a biotechnology diViSih
and IT hub'as well as harnessing the State’s ;
agricultural potential in the field of fruits, hor- revenu
ticulture, downstream rubber plantation etc, .
“The Commission has assured to do what best aucti
could be done for them within the frame work

of rules”, he said. To a query whether the state royalt]
was deprived by the XIV FC, former Rajya = aw
Sabha MP said, “We can’t pass any comment divisibl
on the award of previous commission but they- d eVOII

(state government) said the state did not get
justice®. The Chairman said state’s non plan

| expenditure has been increased due to imple-
{ mentation of 7th CPC for the government em-

ployees and pensioners.
Earlier the Commission had a most lively

interaction with all political parties in the state.

state’s
60% o
forest

There were high commonalities beyond seek- |ntern
ing significantly higher devolution. Besides, , with E
the need to ‘strengthen the access to Sea Port

(Chittagong Port) in adjoining Bangladesh and A 01

ECONTINUED ON PAGE » 05 |

State 'll not be deprived

BCONTINUED FROM PAGE » 01
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making Tripura a maritime hub for North East and special financial assistance for socio-economic

development of indigenous people were also figured prominently in the memorandum.
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